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February 2008
Dear Pupil

S2 Pathways Programme

You are now coming to the end of your second year in St Margaret’s Academy, and it is time to think about the courses that you will follow in the next two years.

Your parent / carer and Miss Sneddon, your Year Head, will be working together to encourage you to choose the subjects which will help you to achieve the best results possible and to prepare you for life and work when you leave school.
The final decisions on your course choice will only be taken when you and your parents have had time to consider all the information provided by the school including a personalised Pathways form that shows the subjects you are following now and the Standard Grade or National Course subjects that follow in third year.  In addition your reports will show your progress this year and the Pathways form will also give you some idea of your potential in the subjects you chose last year.

The final decisions will be reached when you, your parents and your interviewing teacher meet together on Thursday 6th March.  Before that there will be an Information Evening for your Parents on Thursday 28th February.  At this meeting, your parents will be able to hear about all the courses on offer and how they will help in your future career or entry to College or University.  Our Careers Adviser, Gordon Nicholson, will also be available to answer questions.
I would take this opportunity to wish you every success in third and fourth year.  We are all working together to help you to do your best.
Best wishes for the weeks and months ahead.

Yours sincerely

J Cameron

Headteacher

Introduction

This booklet is designed to ensure you make a course choice which is suited to you.  It provides advice, information and describes briefly the subject on offer.

Everyone continues to study the following subjects : English, Mathematics, French, Physical Education, Religious Education and Personal and Social Education.

You are asked to choose five other courses to study.  You will select one course from each of the following groups : Science;  Social Subjects;  Technology;  Creative and Aesthetic and an Elective group.

As you consider which subjects to select ask yourself :


Which subjects have I enjoyed?

In which subjects am I making good progress?


What would I like to do when I leave St Margaret’s?

Which subjects will allow me to make the best progress over the next two years and prepare for the future?
Who can provide advice

Who can help you make your course choice?

Your parents

Make sure you discuss your course choice with your parents.  They know you best

Your Subject Teachers

They are the best people to give you the answers to questions about the course content, assessment and requirements.

Your Careers Adviser : Gordon Nicholson

The next page tells you all about Career Development.

Your Year Head

Miss Sneddon can offer help and advice on most things to do with your life at school and she is available to discuss and provide advice to you or your parents.

Yourself

You must read the information provided and think carefully about your course choice.

DO

· find out the facts

· get advice

· plan ahead

DON’T

· choose subjects because your friend is choosing

· choose a subject because you like the teacher

· choose a subject solely on a possible career
Careers Scotland
How can Careers Scotland help in Second Year?

We can help you decide on the subjects to take for careers which are of interest.

Provide information on careers areas.

Careers Scotland provides the school with free careers literature.

When can you see a Careers Adviser?

The careers adviser is available at parents’ evenings.  No appointment is necessary.

An appointment with the careers adviser can be arranged through the guidance team.

The careers adviser is also available at a career clinic held in the library at lunch times every Tuesday.
How can the Careers Adviser help after Second Year?

The careers adviser can:

see you for an individual careers interview in S4, S5 and S6.

Provide information about jobs, Skillseekers and Modern Apprenticeships.

Advise on University and college courses.

How can you get in touch with your Careers Adviser?

To arrange to see your Careers Adviser ask your guidance teacher.

For further information contact him at Careers Scotland Centre, Cairngorm House,

Almondvale South, Livingston Telephone ; 01506 434249
A Guide to Qualifications

In S3 and S4, pupils will follow a range of new courses with different qualification levels to match their abilities.

Standard Grade (SG F/G/C)

This qualification is offered in a number of subjects.

Pupils will be presented at two of three levels.

Foundation level at grade 5 or 6

General level at grade 3 or 4

Credit level at grade 1 or 2

Pupils sit either Foundation & General or General & Credit papers together in an exam diet.

National Qualifications (NQ Access/Int 1/Int 2)

National Qualifications are designed to let students study at the right level for them so that the work is interesting and challenging.  In some subjects pupils are better prepared for success at Higher if they have followed this route.

Access (equivalent of Foundation)  →  Intermediate 1 (equivalent of General)  →  Intermediate 2 (equivalent of Credit)  →  Higher  →  Advanced Higher.

Course Skills

There are five core skills which you will need to get the most out of learning, working and living.  They are built into courses ;


Communication;  Information Technology;  Numeracy;

Problem Solving and Working with others.

    English
	
	National Qualification Course
S3 / S4 Access 3 / Intermediate1 / Intermediate2

	What will I do?

You will develop your reading skills through further reading of a variety of literary texts. You will develop your awareness of genre and the writer’s craft, and you will learn how to more closely analyse features of fiction and non-fiction texts including style, structure, language and tone. You will develop your writing skills and learn the features and styles of writing for a variety of purposes. 

You will learn to work and study independently through the personal study of a topic from literature, language or media. To help you attain the learning outcomes, you will learn how to assess your own work and that of your peers in terms of the performance criteria for the task.



	What will you learn?

You will study language and literature within three units of work:

Language Unit: you will focus on writing of different kinds and also cover a wide range of related reading. 

Literary Study Unit: you will focus on the reading of literature and your response to it. You will study a variety of texts from at least two of four categories - prose fiction, poetry, drama and mass media. 

Personal Study (written or spoken response). You will select and study text(s) from literature, language or mass media. Your response will take the form of a piece of writing or a spoken presentation on the subject of the material chosen for your Personal Study.



	What will be expected of you?

You must be fully committed to your course of study, complete all homework, meet all deadlines and work conscientiously to complete all tasks to the very best of your ability. You will need to show increased responsibility for your own learning, for example, by maintaining a steady pace of personal reading and by regular use of a dictionary to broaden your vocabulary and knowledge of language.



	How will you be assessed?

You will need to meet the learning outcomes of the three units which are assessed in school by the teacher in accordance with SQA regulations. The Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 courses include a final external examination in S4, which is set and marked by the SQA. The examination elements are the Close Reading paper and the Critical Essay paper.


	Progression pathway

Pupils who wish to continue their studies in English can move on to the next level of qualification based on their success in their S4



         Modern Languages
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

In S3 and S4 you will follow a Standard Grade course in French. Spanish is an optional additional language. The Standard Grade course is designed to help you to communicate in and comprehend the language. The course is offered at Foundation, General and Credit levels.


	What will you learn?

The elements studied are Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking. You will learn to translate from the target language into English. You will learn how to write short essays on a variety of topic areas. The topic areas are: School, Home, Leisure, the World of Work, Town, Shopping, Holidays, Health and Fitness, Accidents and Emergencies. Speaking skills are developed through individual presentations, conversations and role play situations.


	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to show commitment to your work and to actively participate in the work of your class. We recommend that you have a dictionary at home to assist you with your homework. Spanish is recommended to pupils who show strengths in French. Homework will take the form of reading comprehension exercises, translation exercises, grammar exercises and some writing in the target language or vocabulary learning.


	How will you be assessed?

At the end of S4 your performance will be assessed by the SQA. Reading, Listening and Writing are externally graded. Writing folios are completed in class. Your teacher will give you an estimated grade for your folios and send your work to the SQA. Speaking is assessed internally by your class teacher.


	Progression pathway

An Intermediate 2 French and Spanish course is offered in S5 for pupils who achieve a General level pass at Standard Grade. Higher French and Spanish are offered to those who achieve a Credit pass.  A Spanish class for beginners may also be a possible course choice in S5.



   Mathematics
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

The areas of content are:

· number and money
· measure and shape

· relationships (which includes tables and graphs, and formulae and equations)

· Statistics

· Trigonometry

· Algebra



	What will you learn? 

The Standard Grade Mathematics course is designed to show pupils to learn how to describe, tackle and solve problems which require the use of mathematical knowledge and techniques.  Pupils are encouraged to see Mathematics as arising out of solving problems, often in the real world, and not just as a collection of knowledge, skills and techniques to be learned and then applied.



	What will be expected of you?

The courses are designed to allow pupils to work at their own level of ability and not have to struggle with work which is too demanding, nor be restricted to work which is too easy and does not offer adequate challenge.

In return, it is expected that pupils will participate actively in lessons, come prepared with the required resources, and make every effort to achieve the best possible result they are capable of.



	How will you be assessed? 

Pupils normally sit exams at the two levels best suited to their ability as shown in class.  Some pupils may attempt the questions at one level only.

Credit / General      General / Foundation      Foundation only      Access 3

A non calculator paper has been introduced into each of the levels of Standard Grade Mathematics.  Work assessed on performance in the following course elements:

Knowledge and Understanding (KU) and Reasoning and Enquiry (RE)

These elements have an equal weighting.



	Progression pathway

If you wish to continue to study maths after S4 there are a number of courses available depending on qualifications gained.



   Computing
	
	National Qualification Course

Intermediate 1

	What will I do?
The aims of the course are to develop a knowledge and understanding of information technology concepts.  You will gain practical skills in the use of computer hardware and software.  You will also acquire the ability to solve problems by applying your knowledge, understanding and practical skills.



	What will you learn?
You will learn to use computers in a wide variety of areas.  The areas you will study are :

· Computer Applications – learning about programs such as word processing, spreadsheets, graphics and databases.

· Multimedia Applications – learning about how computers can be used to present text, audio, graphics and video using publishing, authoring and presentation software.

· Information and the Internet – learning about the process for developing software, using a variety of information sources including the Internet and creating web sites.

· Computers and the Internet – learning about how the parts of a computer system work and the uses of the operating system.



	What will be expected of you?
You will be expected to work hard, make sure all computer work is done and theory booklets and homework are completed and handed in on time. You will be expected to use the computer in an appropriate manner and only access software for the use of a task.


	How will you be assessed?
Each unit has two assessments

· Outcome 1 tests your knowledge and understanding of the topic

· Outcome 2 requires you to prepare a folio of evidence to demonstrate your practical ability.

You will have to complete a project in S4 which is worth 40% of the overall course.  You will sit an exam at the end of S4.



	Progression pathway
If you want to continue your education in this subject you can go on to study Information Systems at Intermediate 2 level or take a vocational course such as PC Passport.



 Information Systems

	
	National Qualification Course

Intermediate 2

	What will I do?

The aims of the course are to develop a knowledge and understanding of information systems, information design, modern trends and information technology.  You will also have the opportunity to develop critical skills, practical problem solving abilities and analytical skills in the use of information systems.

In the course of your work you will gather an appreciation of the professional, social, ethical and legal implications of information technology.



	What will you learn?
You will learn how to use computers in a wide variety of areas.

· Using Information – learning about the principles, features and purpose of information and the systems used to create, store, process, manipulate and retrieve information.

· Database Systems – learning about the principles of database systems and their design and learning how to solve problems through the use of contemporary databases.

· Applied Multimedia – learning about the process for developing software, designing, creating and testing a multimedia information system.



	What will be expected of you?
You will be expected to work hard, make sure all computer work is done and theory booklets and homework are completed and handed in on time. You will be expected to use the computer in an appropriate manner and only access software for the use of a task.



	How will you be assessed?
Each unit has two assessments

· Outcome 1 tests your knowledge and understanding of the topic

· Outcome 2 requires you to prepare a folio of evidence to demonstrate your practical ability.

You will have to complete a project in S4 which is worth 30% of the overall course.  You will sit an exam at the end of S4.



	Progression pathway

If you want to continue your education in this subject you can go on to study Information Systems at Higher level and Advanced Higher levels.



	


Business Management
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?
This course is designed to appeal to students who are interested in learning about the business world which has such a large impact on our lives.



	What will you learn?  

The course is divided into 4 areas:

· What is business?

· How do businesses develop and perform?

· What resources do businesses use?

· How are businesses managed?

The topics covered include:



	· Different types of business

· Use of IT

· Marketing


	· Human resource management

· Finance

· Operations

	What will be expected of you?
You will be expected to complete tasks and homework on time and pass unit tests at the level you are working at.



	How will you be assessed?
Throughout the course you will be assessed at the end of each unit.  These tests will indicate the level of work set for pupils in the class.

At the end of S4 you will sit an exam which is based on: 

· Knowledge and Understanding – written exam

· Decision Making – written exam

· Practical Abilities – practical project



	Progression pathway
A credit pass at Standard Grade if you want to continue to study Business Management.  Intermediate level 2 and Higher courses are available depending on qualifications gained.




Geography

	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

In studying Geography you learn how human beings deal with the different surroundings in which they live in different parts of the world.

The course provides you with valuable general knowledge and helps to prepare you for work and continued education.  The skills and knowledge which you gain will help you to understand many of the issues of importance in the world today and to form your own opinions about them.


	What will you learn?

There are three main areas of study:-
· The Physical Environment – topics such as weather, climate and conservation.

· The Human Environment – ranging from farming systems to industrial change.

· International Issues – including international relations, population change and trade and aid.

Out of class activities (Fieldwork) are part of this course.

Themes and issues are explained by using examples from Scotland, the United Kingdom, Western Europe and selected areas from the rest of the world.


	What will be expected of you?

You will work on your own and with others to investigate and draw conclusions about today’s world.  You will be expected to take part in class discussions and to complete homework assignments on time.


	How will you be assessed?

You will be continually assessed throughout the course with homework exercises and at the end of each unit you will be assessed on Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills.  The end of unit assessments are designed to let you know how you are progressing in the course and also to give you practice answering the same type of questions you will be asked in the prelim and final exam in S4.


	Progression pathway

Geography can be taken at Credit, General or Foundation levels.  Pupils may go on to study Intermediate 2 or Higher Geography and other Social Subjects in S6.



 History
	
	Standard Grade

Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

The course aims to help you to develop an understanding of your heritage as members of one country involved in a wider world community.  As well as the social and political change in your own country.  

You may also get the opportunity to carry out fieldwork at historic sites like Edinburgh Castle.


	What will you learn?

The three main topics of work are:  

· Changing Life in Scotland and Britain (1830-1930) including Irish immigration and coalmining 

· International Co-operation and Conflict (1890-1920) including the outbreak of World War  and trench warfare 

· People and Power (Germany 1918-1939) including the rise of Hitler and living in Germany during the 1930s



	What will be expected of you?

You will need to learn the basic knowledge required to show an understanding of the periods chosen.  You will need to be able to explain events and evaluate the evidence surrounding them.  You will need to demonstrate how to use evidence to tackle historical issues. 



	How will you be assessed?

Knowledge and Understanding will be assessed through classwork exercises and class tests at the end of each sub section. Enquiry Skills are assessed through homework exercises.  The grade awarded for this course is determined by the SQA exam at the end of S4 which assesses Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills. 



	Progression pathway

History can be taken at Credit, General or Foundation levels.  Many pupils go on to Higher History and other Social Subjects in S6.




Modern Studies

	
	Standard Grade

Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

Modern Studies deals with the modern world in which we live but is much more than a collection of recent headlines.  At all levels of Modern Studies there are specific topics which you must be familiar with.


	What will you learn?

The S3 course explains how and why Britain is changing; family life, the employment situation, the effects of new technology, the problems of an ageing UK population and how all of  this affects Scottish people. 

You find out about what trade unions, local councils, MPs and MSPs do.  You will learn about voting and other methods of putting your point of view forward.


The S4 course covers the world’s great powers and problems: the United States of America, Africa, the United Nations, NATO and the European Union.

You will also learn how to carry out an investigation using surveys, questionnaires and interviews as well as the Internet.



	What will be expected of you?

You will get the opportunity to not only work independently but also in small groups and participate in class discussions. 

Some of your work will be done from textbooks and notes but you will also be expected to watch news programmes on TV and read the papers.  Most pupils appreciate the relevance of the subject.  Watching news items on TV helps to reinforce topics studied in class.  The more you take an interest in the world beyond school the easier this subject becomes.


	How will you be assessed?

At the end of each topic you will complete past paper questions at a level best suited to you.  At each level you will be assessed on Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills.  These end of topic assessments are designed to let you know how you are progressing in the course and also to give you practice answering the same type of questions will be asked to answer on the prelim exam and in the final exam at the end of S4.

The grade you achieve for this course is determined by the SQA exam at the end of S4 which assesses knowledge and understanding and enquiry skills.


	Progression pathway

Modern Studies can be taken at Credit, General or Foundation levels.  The levels you sit is decided in S4 after a prelim exam.  Most of our candidates sit the Credit and General papers.  Many go on to Higher Modern Studies and other Social Subjects in S6.



    RMPS

	
	National Qualification Course

Intermediate 1 / Intermediate 2

	What will you do?

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies has three different topics: Christianity, Belief and Science, International Issues.  You will study, analyse and discuss key concepts in each topic by use of class work and homework - each topic has three different areas of study.  There will be mixture of paired, group, class and individual activities.



	What will you learn?

The key skills to be mastered during this course are Knowledge & Understanding (KU) and Analysis & Evaluation (AE) of each topic. You will learn the basic information about Christianity and how the beliefs affect Christian understanding of this world and how they live.  You will also study major scientific theories about the Universe, its formation and how life began.  You will also consider the Christian response to these challenges to their basic beliefs.  You will examine how different people, from religious and secular backgrounds, make moral choices and compare and contrast their views on International Issues.


	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to read outside class about the areas covered in the course.  You will be set homework tasks to check your understanding and abilities. The course aims to develop your reading, writing and critical thinking skills.  This should help you examine the world around you.  Ultimately, it will hopefully lead you to form opinions and values about the world we live in. 



	How will you be assessed?

You will be assessed in two ways: NABS, one for each topic covered – three in total – these will be spread throughout S3/4;   Final Exam, held in May/June of S4, candidates are expected to answer three sets of questions, one for each topic covered.  Both the NABS and the final exam will be made up of a series of eight or nine questions based on two areas of study within a topic.  Questions will range from 1-5 marks worth in KU through to 2-10 marks for AE.



	Progression pathway

Having studied Intermediate 1 or 2 in S3/4, there is a natural progression in RMPS for S5/6.  Intermediate 1, 2 and Higher are structured exactly the same way. There are three units in every topic and three topics at each level.



                Biology
	
	Standard Grade
Level G / C

	What will I do?

This course shows pupils the relevance of Biology to themselves and the natural world in which they live as well as providing a sound basis for the study of the subject.  It will suit pupils who have demonstrated some ability for science and have been recommended by the department to choose Standard Grade.



	What will you learn?

The course is based on seven topics:

The Biosphere;  The World of Plants;  Animal Survival;  Investigating Living Cells;

The Body in Action;  Inheritance;  Biotechnology



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work conscientiously and take some responsibility for your own learning.  Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time.  When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.



	How will you be assessed?

These courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the Teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA.



	Progression pathway

Depending on their success pupils may progress to Intermediate 2 or Higher courses in S5.

Biology is relevant in everyday life and can open up lots of career opportunities e.g. Agricultural Science, Biochemistry, Medicine, Biotechnology, Botany, Food Science, Forestry, Genetics, Marine Biology, Nursing, Nutrition, Pharmacology, Teaching and Zoology.


Biology
	
	National Qualification Course

Access 3 / Intermediate 1

	What will I do?

In this broad based course you will learn the relevance of Biology to health, industry and the environment. You will find out how your body works and how to keep healthy. Working in the laboratory and using modern technology, you will learn a range of practical and problem solving skills.

This course will suit pupils who have found science challenging and have been recommended by the department to choose an Intermediate 1 course.


	What will you learn?

This course has three core option units:

Health and Technology; Biotechnology; Growing Plants



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work to the best of your ability. Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time. When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.



	How will you be assessed?

The Intermediate courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA. There is no external exam for the Access 3 course. After each unit you will sit an important unit test or NAB.



	Progression pathway

Pupils may be able to progress to Intermediate 2 courses.

Biology is relevant in everyday life and can open up lots of career opportunities e.g. Agricultural Industry, Food Science, Forestry, Nursing and Nutrition.




  Chemistry
	
	Standard Grade

Level G / C

	What will I do?

Chemistry is the study of solids, liquids and gases. You study what happens when they mix and react. You try to answer the question – How and why do things happen? This course will suit pupils who have demonstrated some ability for science and have been recommended by the department to choose Standard Grade.



	What will you learn?

The course is based on eight topics; 

Introduction to Chemistry; Oil Industry and Carbon; Metals; Electric Chemistry
                                                                                            Acids and their Reactions; Corrosion of Metals; Fertilisers;  Plastics


	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work conscientiously and take some responsibility for your own learning. Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time. When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.



	How will you be assessed?

These courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA.  Practical abilities will be assessed by carrying out 5 Practical Techniques and 2 Investigations over the two year course.



	Progression pathway

Depending on their success pupils may progress to Intermediate 2 or Higher courses in S5.

Chemistry is relevant in everyday life and can open up lots of career opportunities e.g. Chemical engineering, Medicine, Oil Industry, Pharmaceuticals, Police and the Fire Services.



  Chemistry

	
	National Qualification Course

Access 3 / Intermediate 1

	What will I do?

This course provides you with insight into the many aspects of Chemistry in our everyday lives and there are many opportunities for practical work. For example you will learn about many materials we use regularly such as plastics and metals and find out about the role of Chemistry in our diet.

This course will suit pupils who have found science challenging and have been recommended by the department to choose an Intermediate 1 course.


	What will you learn?

The course is made up of 3 units;

Chemistry in Action deals with acids, alkalis and elements and compounds, Everyday Chemistry deals with the chemistry of metals and fuels, Chemistry and Life deals with photosynthesis, alcohol, food and diet.



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work to the best of your ability. Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time. When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.



	How will you be assessed?

The Intermediate courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA. There is no external exam for the Access 3 course. After each unit you will sit an important unit test or NAB.



	Progression pathway

Pupils may be able progress to an Intermediate 2 course.

Chemistry is relevant in everyday life and can open up lots of career opportunities.




  Physics
	
	Standard Grade

Level G / C

	What will I do?

Physics is the science that studies the properties of matter and energy and their uses in the world around us. This course will suit pupils who have demonstrated some ability for science and have been recommended by the department to choose Standard Grade.


	What will you learn?

The course is based on seven units;

Telecommunications; Electricity; Health Physics; Electronics; Transport; Energy; Space Physics



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work conscientiously and take some responsibility for your own learning. Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time. When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.


	How will you be assessed?

You will be assessed in Knowledge and Understanding, Problem Solving and Practical Skills. These courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA.


	Progression pathway

Depending on their success pupils may progress to Intermediate 2 or Higher courses in S5.

Physics is relevant in everyday life and can open up lots of career opportunities e.g. Aerospace, Alternative Energy Industry, Communications, Engineering, Geophysics and Weather Forecasting.



   Physics
	
	National Qualification Course

Access 3 / Intermediate 1

	What will I do?

Our present day society is increasingly dependent on science and technology. This course is designed to help you understand some of the Physics principles behind many things that we use every day, such as television and electricity. You will learn to investigate scientific questions and develop skill in making decisions based on information and reasoning.
This course will suit pupils who have found science challenging and have been recommended by the department to choose an Intermediate 1 course.


	What will you learn?

These courses are made up of 6 units;

Telecommunications, Practical Electricity, Radiations, Sound and Music, Movement and Electronics.



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work to the best of your ability. Homework will be issued which must be handed in on time. When carrying out experimental work you will be expected to think of safety at all times and co-operate in the work with your fellow pupils.


	How will you be assessed?

The Intermediate courses are assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and an external examination set and marked by the SQA. There is no external exam for the Access 3 course. After each unit you will sit an important unit test or NAB.



	Progression pathway

Pupils may be able to progress to Intermediate 2 courses.



   Health & Technology (Home Economics)
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C /G / F

	What will I do?

This course will be enjoyed by both boys and girls who enjoy preparing food and want to know what’s healthy and what’s not.  Working in a very successful department you will get many opportunities to show off your culinary skills and support the nations Healthy Schools initiative.  Enter competitions, go on trips and help out at school events is just the tip of the iceberg (lettuce)!
This course will be suitable to those that chose Home Economics in S2 and to those thinking of taking up the subject at Standard Grade.


	What will you learn?

· How to cook a range of tasty, nutritious and healthy dishes
· Knowledge of health and diet and other related consumer issues and technology

· Gain practical and organisational skills for life


	What will be expected of you?

To complete written tasks on a weekly basis giving detailed answers at all times.

To complete increasingly complex dishes on a weekly basis, working safely and hygienically at all times.

Homework is completed weekly



	How will you be assessed?

Written work is assessed on your Knowledge & Understanding and Handling Information.  Practical and organizational skills are assessed formally.  A final written exam and final practical exams take place at the end of S4.



	Progression pathway

Higher Health and Food Technology

Intermediate 1 & 2 Hospitality
Many careers are supported by taking Standard Grade Home Economics including teaching, nutritionists, nursing, care work etc.  However, the life skills and enjoyment taking this course are priceless!


                CDT – Graphic Communication

	
	Standard Grade
Level C / G / F

	What will I do?

This course is enjoyed by girls and boys who have an interest in graphics, design and computers.  You will use high tech. computer graphics programmes throughout the course.  This course aims to make you capable of working independently and in a group.
This course will be suitable to those that chose CDT in S2 and to those thinking of taking up the subject at Standard Grade.


	What will you learn?

You will be taught a range of drawing and sketching skills, such as traditional technical graphics, computer aided drawing and rendering techniques using various graphic media.  You will develop your ability in reading and interpreting a wide range of graphic styles such as site plans, building plans and circuit diagrams.



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work co-operatively, safely and to complete homework on time.  Equipment is provided in school for classwork but you will be expected to provide your own for homework.



	How will you be assessed?

Your work will be assessed in three distinct areas.  The illustration and presentation element is assessed through a portfolio of work.  The drawing ability and knowledge and understanding.



	Progression pathway

Students can use the qualification to obtain an apprenticeship, to enter Further Education or to study Higher Graphic Communications.  The Scottish Universities Council on Entrance has agreed that Higher Graphic Communication is an approved subject for entrance to the Scottish Universities.  It is also accepted as an entrance qualification for Art Colleges, Colleges of Education and Further Education Colleges.

Some careers available based on Standard Grade Graphic Communications:- Designer-Graphic, Interior, Product, Set/Theatre, Draughtsperson, Engineer, Fitter, Technician-Architectural, Building Control, Construction, Engineering, Laboratory, Modelling, Planning, Quantity, Surveying.




              CDT – Craft & Design
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

Girls and boys will find this course both rewarding and enjoyable.  This course aims to make you capable of working independently and in a group.  You will be involved in designing items, making them and evaluating the results.  Thinking, drawing, writing and sketching are skills that will be required.
This course will be suitable to those that chose CDT in S2 and to those thinking of taking up the subject at Standard Grade.


	What will you learn?

You will gain knowledge of materials, tools and processes as well as craft skills.  You will develop an awareness of how you can influence the design of all things in our environment.  The practical and organisational skills gained can be usefully employed in later life.



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to work co-operatively and safely and to complete homework and investigations on time.  You will have to complete several “Design and Make” course work exercises to cover a range of practical techniques.  Pupils will pay a small charge for their completed practical projects.



	How will you be assessed?

You will be assessed in three distinct areas.  The design element will be based on a folio of work in which you will investigate and show possible manufacture of a practical design.  The practical abilities element will be based on a model you manufacture over a period of 30 hours.  The knowledge and understanding element is assessed in a written examination.



	Progression pathway

Students can use the qualification to obtain an apprenticeship, to enter Further Education or to study higher Product Design.  The Scottish Universities Council on Entrance has agreed that Higher Product Design is an approved subject for entrance to the Scottish Universities.  It is also accepted as an entrance qualification for Art Colleges, Colleges of Education and Further Education Colleges.  Some careers available based on Standard Grade Craft and Design:- Builder, Cabinetmaker, Carpenter/Joiner, Engineer, Fitter, Mechanic, Painter and Decorator, Plumber, Technician, Agricultural, Building Control, Design, Engineering, Electrical, Mechanical, Planning.




Music
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?
If you would like to continue to study and develop your skills on any of the instruments you particularly enjoyed in S1 then music is the right choice for you.
You will choose two instruments to practice your skills on, compose music in a number of different styles using the very latest technology and you will learn about and investigate many different styles and genres of music ranging from Rock and Pop through Blues and Jazz to “Classical” music.


	What will you learn?
Standard Grade music has 4 main elements:
SOLO PERFORMING – When choosing your solo performing instrument you should keep in mind that it should be the instrument you are most experienced/ competent on. 

You can choose from any of the instruments you have studied in S1, e.g. drumkit, guitar, keyboard, tuned percussion or voice as well as any of the brass or woodwind instruments.

2nd INSTRUMENT PERFORMING – You will develop skills on a second instrument, different from the solo instrument.  While in solo performing you perform your pieces to an examiner, you will record your 2nd instrument in class.

COMPOSING – You will be able to create your own pieces of music using computer software called Sibelius.

LISTENING – Listening involves learning about different styles of music, what makes it sound good and how to enjoy listening!

Since each element is equally weighted, you will see that 50% of your course involves practical work.


	What will be expected of you?
You will be expected to show commitment to your work through your participation in class, your preparation for performance and development of study skills.



	How will you be assessed?
Both of your instruments will be continually assessed. Your main instrument involves a performance for an examiner in March of S4. Your second instrument will be recorded in class.  Your compositions will be assessed by your class teacher and you will have a listening examination at Foundation/ General or General / Credit level in May of S4.


	Progression pathway
Having a qualification in music is recognised by many higher and further education establishments as being an excellent preparation for any career. It shows breadth and depth in your subject choice and will provide a lifelong recreational interest.


    Art & Design
	
	National Qualification Course
Intermediate 1 / Intermediate 2

	What will I do?

Intermediate Art & Design has three mandatory Units:
· Expressive Activity (40 hours)

· Design Activity (40 hours)

· Art & Design Studies (40 hours)

· plus 40 hours flexible time for the completion of the solutions to both units


	What will you learn?

Expressive Activity – thinking like an Artist
This unit will provide opportunities for you to express yourself creatively using a variety of media.  It involves drawing from first hand sources, investigating and responding to an appropriate theme, developing and resolving personal ideas and expressing these imaginatively.  It will allow you personal expression through the production of a two-dimensional and / or three-dimensional expressive solution.

Design Activity – thinking like a Designer

Designers are problem solvers.  This unit involves investigating the requirements, constraints and implications of a design task such as function, appearance and safety issues.  You will research and develop a range of approaches and possible ideas before selecting and producing a final solution.  You will evaluate the design process and final outcome.

Art & Design Studies – analysing the work of Artists and Designers

In this unit you are required to undertake two studies, one relating to the Expressive Activity and one relating to the Design Activity, Knowledge and understanding and appreciation of the visual arts, past and present is developed through researching and investigating areas of the visual arts and design, presenting informed personal views, opinions and judgements.


	What will be expected of you?

The course is open to pupils who have a keen and genuine interest in Art & Design and who have satisfactorily completed the S1/2 course.  At all times you will be expected to show commitment to your studies.


	How will you be assessed?

You will be assessed by your teacher using a pass / fail system in accordance with SQA guidelines.  Practical Units are assessed externally by the SQA along with the Art & Design studies essay or question paper.


	Progression pathway

Art & Design can lead to a whole range of exciting careers – an architect, a fashion designer, a computer software or graphic designer, a commercial artist, an illustrator, a journalist, a photographer ... to name but a few!








Physical Education

	
	National Qualification Course
Intermediate 1 / Intermediate 2

	What will I do?

The National Qualifications course allows pupils who have an interest in the subject to study it to a greater depth.  They take part in a range of activities which is determined by the course option they choose.
The course aims to help you to analyse your own performance and to understand the principles involved in developing that performance.  These principles will be applied through practical experience.  The course also encourages pupils to make and accept decisions and to take some responsibility for their own learning.



	What will you learn?

The course is divided into 3 areas of analysis: Preparation of the Body, Skills and Techniques and Structures, Strategies and Composition.
Two course will be offered:-

1. Creative & Aesthetic – 2 forms of Dance, Gymnastics, Badminton, Swimming and Athletics.

2. Sports & Games – Basketball, Volleyball, Hockey, Football, Badminton, Swimming and Athletics.


	What will be expected of you?

By participating fully in all the activities of your chosen course you will analyse and develop your performance in each activity using the knowledge gained in the 3 areas of analysis.
You will be required to complete homework on a regular basis which will reflect the analysis and development work you are undertaking in the practical setting.



	How will you be assessed?

The practical element of the course is assessed internally by your class teacher.
You will also sit internal assessment questions (NABs) over the two years of your course.  These are also assessed internally.

You will sit a written exam at the end of your course at either Intermediate 1 or Intermediate 2 level.


	Progression pathway 

You should keep in mind that you can continue to study Physical Education in S5/6 at Intermediate 2 or Higher level.  There are also a range of other units of study available.  In addition, many Universities / Colleges offer courses in Leisure & Recreation, Sports Management and more.


Physical Education

  S3 & S4 Core

	What will I do?

All S3 & S4 pupils will follow a programme in core PE.  In line with the PE review they will take part in activity twice per week.  As well as further developing skills in a range of activities they will be improving physical fitness as well as health and well being.


	What will you learn?

All pupils will follow a course in a range of activities, building upon those introduced in S1 and S2 as well as developing new skills i.e. badminton, dance and personal    survival skills.  In S4 pupils will have an element of choice which will allow them to opt into some activities.


	What will be expected of you?
Pupils are expected to bring kit on a regular basis and participate fully and to the best of their ability in all areas.  Kit should be white top, black shorts or tracksuit bottoms as well as appropriate training shoes.



	How will you be assessed?

Pupils are continually assessed in attitude, behaviour, effort and their practical ability in all activities.



   Drama
	
	Standard Grade
Levels C / G / F

	What will I do?

If you would like to continue to study and develop your skills in language and movement then Drama is the right choice for you.
Standard Grade Drama will give you the opportunity to use your imagination by creating a wide variety of characters and plots and you will learn how to work positively and productively with everyone in the class.


	What will you learn?

Standard Grade Drama has 3 main elements:

Creating

In Drama you are primarily working in groups either chosen by yourself or by the teacher.  These groups will always be changing and so you will be working with everyone in the class at some point.  In groups you will be offering ideas for drama productions, deciding characters and rehearsing with your group.

Presenting

You will be performing on a very regular basis in front of the rest of your class.  During these performances we will be building upon your voice, movement and characterisation skills.  You will have the opportunity to evaluate your own performance as well as performances by others.

Knowledge & Understanding

Putting on a performance not only involves acting but also thinking about the sound, lighting, costume and make up.  In this section you will be learning about all of the theatre acts and how to put them into practice.

Each of these sections is equally weighted.



	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to show commitment to your work through participation in class, your preparation for performance and development of study skills.  In Drama you cannot work alone and so you must be prepared to work in a positive manner with everyone in the class.  Drama is not a subject for those who want to work alone!


	How will you be assessed?
Your creating and performing will be assessed throughout the two years of the course by your classroom teacher.  The knowledge and understanding part of the course will be assessed by a written exam which you will sit in May of your Fourth Year at either a Credit / General or Foundation level.


	Progression pathway

After Standard Grade the natural progression is onto Higher Drama.  This not only shows breadth and depth in your subject choices but is also an academic subject in its own right and is accepted by all Universities / Colleges.


Personal & Social Education

	What will I do?

This course seeks to promote values such as respect and caring for both self and others, a sense of social responsibility and a commitment to life long learning. You will work in various situations, sometimes on your own and at other times you will be involved in group projects.  You will watch videos, and make use of IT.  You will take part in the Work Experience programme.  You will have input from various outside speakers.



	What will you learn?

The ‘Called to Love’ Programme will cover topics such as Respect, Relationships, Responsibilities, Sex Education and Self Esteem.

You will learn about substance misuse and explore the effects of peer pressure.

You will explore career pathways and learn about the World of Work.

You will also learn how to study effectively.



	What will be expected of you?
You will be expected to participate in class discussions and to contribute to class projects.

You will also take part in the Work Experience Programme in S4.

Periodically you will review your progress in school and set targets to help you reach your personal goal.



	How will you be assessed?

You will be assessed on your contribution to classwork throughout the course and on your preparation for Work Experience.

You will also receive an Employer’s report from your work placement.




Religious Education
Core
	What will you do?

In S3/4, you will follow a non-certificated course, looking at various key areas which will help you on your journey of discovery of who you are, what do you believe, what do you value and how are you going to live your life.  There will be a mixture of paired, group, class and individual activities.


	What will you learn?

The key skills to be mastered during this course are Knowledge & Understanding (KU) and Analysis & Evaluation (AE) of each topic. However far more important is this journey of discovery where you will study different topics which will help to form you into a caring, thinking member of society.  You will look at the following topics:  In S3 - The Presence of God; Relationships – personal; Justice - fairness and equality: Called to Love; Islam: an investigation of the Muslim religion.  In S4 – Morality and how people decide what is right and wrong; different Moral Issues; Relationships – intimate; Life Choices – how we decide to live our lives.


	What will be expected of you?

You will be expected to follow a set curriculum which will test your abilities in the different topics. The course aims to develop your thinking and decision-making.  Your own views will be sought as well as ensuring you are informed of how other people think.  This should help you examine the world around you by challenging you to think about religion, challenge stereotypes and prejudices which exist in a number of social and moral issues.  Ultimately, it will hopefully lead you to form opinions and values about the world we live in and help you in your decision-making. 


	How will you be assessed?

Assessment is carried out inside the R.E. class, there is no exam or NABS as part of this course.  However pupils will still be assessed on their class performance in R.E.  At times there may be key activities which will be used in drawing up an awareness of your performance in the key skills: Knowledge and Understanding, Analysis and Personal Search.


	Progression pathway

R.E. is one of the few subjects which has to be studied from S1-6, pupils enter our school but are already on a journey of discovery.  Throughout their six years in St Margaret’s they will be challenged to participate in various activities which will help their development as a human being.  The work completed in S3/4 will build on S1/2 and will be built upon in S5/6.  Our pupils will continue their journey of discovery when they leave and we hope we have prepared them to be a valuable contributor to their society.  




Chaplaincy
PRAYER AT COURSE-CHOICE TIME

Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;

Guide me in your truth and teach me.

(Psalm 25)
Lord, in moments of decision, you went off to a quiet place to pray,

You promised your Spirit to us, as we make decisions.

As we reflect on these course choices,

Give us the wisdom we need to make good decisions,

Give us peace of mind once we have made out choices,

And give us strength in the coming years

To work to the best of our ability.

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord.  Amen
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